
You and a guest are invited to our annual  

Holiday Party  
Wednesday , December 3, 2008  
12 o’clock Noon until 3:00 pm 

Spring House Tavern 
Spring House , Pa.  

$15.00/person 

NARFE  

Chapter 372 Member! 

RSVP  
By November 28, 2008: 

Send a check payable to 

NARFE 372 for $15.00 for 

each person attending. 
Si Nagel 
262 Little Brook Lane 
Pottstown, PA 19465 

MENU 

Choice of one:  
Stuffed Breast of Chicken 
Single Lump Crab Cake 
Petite Filet Mignon, or 
Broiled Salmon 

Garden Salad 
Red Bliss Potatoes 
Vegetable du Jour 
Rolls and Butter 
Coffee, Tea, or Iced Tea;  
      and, 
Cheese cake or 

Ice Cream with  
Chocolate Sauce, 
 

 

Music and Entertainment    

Jim Marenger  



Change.  Probably the most overused word on television these days.  

The two major political parties have embraced ité and adopted it 

into their messages.  We have heard those messages over and over 

and over.  In less than a week, the messages of Change will fade.  

However, the forces of Change will not fade as easily.  

 

Change will come.  Some could be good.  Some may be scary.  

While there is little we can do to stop Change, there is a lot we may 

do to help shape it.  If we do something.  If we do nothing, the shape 

of that change will not be in our best interests.  The economy is in 

turmoil... with large financial firms disappearing, major corporations 

shutting down century old operations, and joblessness affecting mil-

lions and millions of workers.  State and local governments are tak-

ing back money that had been promised in this budget year.  

Change. 

 

We can not expect that forces will allow us to keep our earned bene-

fits forever.  They will want to change themé and not for the better.  

 

Get involved.  Support the NARFE PACé come to our monthly 

meetings. Help us as we reach out to the soon-to-be-elected officials.  

Do something!  

 

If our meeting time or place is not good for you, let us know what 

will work.  Perhaps we can have supplemental meetings.  We can 

work for change together; and we can start here and now at the 

Chapter level.   

 

November is election month for the Country and your Chapter. Get 

involved.  This is the upcoming schedule of Chapter events: 

November 5:  In addition to Chapter elections, we are planning a 

mini Health Fair.  A number of the health insurance companies are 

coming to showcase their programs and answer your questions.  

Each year, there are changes in the plans and coveragesé  and you 

may not have the same benefits that you have now.  Come and find 

out how the changes affect you and yours.   

December 3:  The Holiday Party at the Springhouse Tavern from  

12-3 PM is already booked.  We went there last December and the 

reviews were outstanding... so, we are not changing that!                                                         

George Shal 

Chapter President 



Legislative Update 
The election is almost here, and, as usual, all of the candidates 

are willing to promise anything to get elected. Try and remember 

these promises after all of the electoral dust settles and hold the 

winners at every level accountable. It is more important than ever 

that we do everything possible to retain our hard earned benefits, 

and do not hesitate to call or write any of your elected officials 

and let them know where you stand. Particularly vulnerable at 

this time are our health insurance, cost of living increases and 

even our basic pensions. If you donôt stand up for your own 

rights and help NAARFE, who will ? 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 

Pick your candidate(s) 

 

Vote EARLY 

 

Vote LATE 

 

Vote OFTEN 

 

but above all 
 

   VOTE!!! 

 

If you missed our July meeting, you missed a chance to 

play the Nintendo Wii.  Helen did not miss the spare! 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 

Our Chapter has over 300 members and, at the most, only 25 

members and guests attend meetings. Chapter membership and 

meeting attendance are some of the most important ways mem-

bers can influence the political and lobbying actions of NARFE 

because those individuals who come to meetings are able to voice 

their concerns and make their opinions known. During the current 

political and economic climate, membership and participation in 

NARFE is necessary to ensure the protection of our retirement 

benefits. Please encourage other Federal retirees and current Fed-

eral employees to join and add their support to these goals. As 

you know, when economic downturns have occurred in the past, 

Federal employees and retirees are always the first groups to be 

adversely impacted through financial cutbacks. 

 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 
 

As you may have read in the November 2008 NARFE Magazine, 

the 2008 National Convention delegates voted to discontinue the 

Honorary Life Membership program for new candidates. This 

change does not affect current Honorary Life members. Our 

Chapter has six Honorary Life members, three of whom were ap-

proved this year. In the future, all members who reach age 85 

with 20 years of NARFE membership will be granted 

ñDistinguished Memberò status but must still continue to pay 

dues. All future members of the new category will receive a  

Distinguished Member pin and Identification card. Any current 

Honorary Life member who desires to ñupgradeò to Distinguished 

member may do so by resuming the payment of NARFE dues. 

 

UPDATE: our recent Honorary Life Members 

 

We were surprised to see that our recent Honorary Life Members 

are also listed in the ñMembers Sent Second Renewal Noticeò 

category.  This is a major error by our national membership of-

fice.  Maybe the folks donôt talk to each other in Headquarters.  

We will work to have the lists correctedé in the meantime,  we 

hope that our honored members will not keep getting dunning no-

tices from National! 



President 

George Shal 

1410 Cortez Road. 

Blue Bell, PA  19422 

610-272-0518 

shal@comcast.net 

1st Vice President 

Fred Sweeney 

1215 4 Maples Ct 

Royersford, PA 19468 

610-495-7984 

2nd Vice President 

Sue Mason 

401 Rittenhouse Blvd 

Norristown, PA  19403 

610-539-5650 

Secretary 

Margaret A. Bergman 

203 Canterbury Court 

Blue Bell, PA 19422 

610-277-4791 

Peggyb5@aol.com  

Treasurer 

Simon Nagel 

262 Pigeon Creek Rd. 

Pottstown, PA  19465 

610-469-0214  

Legislative Chair 

Dennis Fitzgerald 

1014 Longspur Road 

Audubon, PA  19402 

610-666-5134 

DennisF240@aol.com  

Membership Chair 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

1014 Longspur Road 

Audubon, PA  19402 

610-666-5134  

Web Master 

Theodore Mason 

401 Rittenhouse Blvd 

Norristown, PA 19403 

610-896-3717 

tdmason@verizon.net  

Service Officer  

Joe Patti 

3241 Sunset Ave. 

Norristown, PA  19403 

610-584-4090 

jspconcept@aol.com  

Sunshine 

Alice Snyder 

622 Egypt Road 

Phoenixville, PA.  19460 

610-933-9567  

Public Relations 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

1014 Longspur Road 

Audubon, PA  19402 

610-666-5134  

Newsletter Editor  

Joe Patti 

3241 Sunset Ave. 

Norristown, PA  19403 

610-584-4090 

jspconcept@aol.com  

Chapter 372 

Norristown, PA 

www.narfe372.org 
October 24, 2008 

Elections for new officers are scheduled to be held at the regu-

larly scheduled meeting on Wednesday, November 5, 2008.  The 

names of the current officers listed above were placed in nomina-

tion at the October 1, 2008 meeting.  Nominations are still open 

and additional candidates are strongly encouraged to seek office. 

 

Members can also volunteer to assist with various committees 

during the year.  We do need your help and appreciate your  

support! 
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